the land-owning patterns. Zamindari abolition that Nehru campaigned for was still not in the agenda of the Congress for sure. It is important to note here that this aspect was evident in the draft of the Constitution as it was presented by the Fundamental Rights Subcommittee before the Constituent Assembly, until Jawaharlal Nehru intervened during the final stages before the Constitution was adopted as Article 31 of the Constitution on November 26, 1949. We shall discuss this in extensive detail in Chapter 2 of this book.
Jawaharlal Nehru, meanwhile, persisted with his campaign in this regard. It is of significance that Nehru's campaign at this stage was carried out in the public domain. In a series of newspaper articles, in October 1933, Nehru argued the need for the INC to take sides, rather than persisting with the line of accommodating conflicting interests. The specific context of the times was the discussion over the Round Table Conference at which he derided:
Their main concern is how to save the vested interests of various classes or groups: their main diversion, apart from feasting, is self praise.... And then there is the vague but passionate nationalism of many who find present conditions intolerable and hunger for national freedom without clearly realizing what form that freedom will take,
Interestingly, Nehru invoked Gandhi's authority in this public debate. Referring to a letter that Gandhi had written to him."4 Nehru argued in his newspaper article as follows:
Indian freedom is necessary because the burden on the Indian masses as well as the middle classes is too heavy to be borne and must be lightened or done away with....This burden is due to the vested interests of a foreign government as well as those of certain groups and classes in India and abroad.... If an indigenous

footnote: Nehru, Whither India? See Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru Vol. 6), pp. 1-16.
( On September 14, 1933, Gandhi, in a letter to Nehru, wrote: "I am also in whole-hearted agreement with you, when you say that without a material revision of vested interests the condition of the masses can never be improved."